
A VISIT TO
CANBERRA 

MUSEUM AND 
GALLERY



Welcome to CMAG.

When you hop off the bus, you will walk to the entrance 
of Canberra Museum and Gallery (or CMAG for short).

A friendly CMAG Learning Officer will greet you.

Inside, you will see works of art that tell stories.



The CMAG foyer has stairs, café furniture and a Reception desk.



Once inside the foyer, your belongings will be stored 
inside a big red trolley and everyone will sit on the red 
and white striped mat. 

Your teacher will make sure you have a name tag and  
will divide your class into three colour groups                    
– a red, blue and green group.

We will have an introduction and acknowledge country, 
then learn about the rules of the gallery:

Keep our hands safe and don’t touch the works of art

Keep our bodies safe and don’t run in the gallery

Be considerate of others and use our inside voices



The class will follow the CMAG Learning Officer to the gallery.

You may see paintings hanging on the wall or other objects on display that tell us about our history.



Inside the gallery, the class will sit 
on the floor with the CMAG 
Learning Officer so that everyone 
can see the work of art.

Works of art tell stories.

There will be an activity box at 
each work of art with games inside 
to help us to understand the story.



When we have finished our looking, thinking, talking adventure in the gallery, we will have a toilet break, 
wash our hands and then sit on the red and white striped mat to have morning tea and a drink.



Now it’s your turn to be an artist!

The CMAG Learning Officer will give your teacher 
a basket of smocks for everyone to wear so that 
we don’t get paint or glue on our clothes.

There are red, blue and green smocks.

The class will be divided into 3 smaller colour 
groups – a red, blue and green group.



Now it’s time to move to the CMAG studio where you can be an artist and make works of art.



The CMAG studio is blue and there is a blue mat on the floor where the class will sit. 
The CMAG Learning Officer will explain how to make three different types of artwork:
a collage, a painting and a print.



The collage activity is set up at a table so that you can glue elements to the page with drippy glue.

The painting activity is set up at the easels where you will stand to make a painting with watercolours.

The print activity has special crayons for you to make a drawing with special crayons on a square. The 
printing press will turn your drawing into a print. It is magical!



When you have finished the artmaking session, 
you will take off the smock and wash your hands 
in the courtyard with an adult.

When your hands are clean, the class will return 
to sit on the blue mat inside the studio, look at a 
book and listen to a story.



The CMAG Learning Officer will show the class a special art folio.  When your artworks are dry, 
they will be placed inside it. There is a space for your name and the date on the back.



The CMAG Learning Officer will say 
thank you and goodbye.

Everyone can have a stamp on their 
hand at the end of the session.



All of the children, the teachers and the 
parent helpers will go back to school on 
the bus which will be waiting for you 
outside Canberra Museum and Gallery.



We are looking forward to welcoming you to CMAG!
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