
 
Historic Places Advisory Committee members as of 30 June 2015 
 
Dr Sandy Blair (Convenor) 
 
PhD-History (UNSW), Graduate certificate in Horticulture (University of Melbourne).  
Historian and heritage practitioner with more than thirty years’ experience in cultural 
heritage identification, management and interpretation.  Currently teaching in heritage 
programs at the Australian National University and the University of Canberra. Has won 
multiple awards for excellence in teaching and heritage planning. Previously worked at all 
levels of government, most recently as manager of the ACT Heritage Unit. Member and 
former President, Australia International Committee on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS); 
Australian voting member of the Cultural routes International scientific Committee of 
ICOMOS; Member, Burra Charter working group, Australia ICOMOS, 2007-2015.  
  
Ms Barbara Reeve (Deputy Convenor) 
 
Currently Manager, Heritage Preservation Projects, Australian War Memorial, from 1998 – 
2014 Barbara was the Head, Collection Services, responsible for the Memorial’s 
Conservation, Registration and Collection Management System teams. Prior to coming to 
Canberra she served as the inaugural Head of Conservation, Australian National Maritime 
Museum, 1993-98.  Professional training includes : BSc (Conservation) University of London; 
BA (Archaeology) Bryn Mawr College; Museum Leadership Program, 2001; Visiting Scholar, 
Wolfson College, Cambridge, 2010.  A Fellow, and Ordinary Member of Council, of the 
International Institute for Conservation and former Director, AusHeritage, her international 
experience includes the establishment of conservation training at Hong Kong University and 
work for museums, collectors, and archaeological excavations in Europe, the Asia-Pacific, 
and the Middle East.  Her professional interests and publications include conservation 
education and practice, bushfire recovery, and eco-effectiveness in the heritage sector. 
 
Dr Patricia Clarke OAM 
 
Writer, editor, historian and former journalist with a long and continuing involvement in the 
interpretation and preservation of the history of Canberra. Former President and current 
Councillor of the Canberra & District Historical Society; editor of Canberra Historical Journal 
for fourteen years. Founding Honorary Secretary of the Independent Scholars Association of 
Australia.  Awarded Medal of the Order of Australia in 2001 for service in promoting 
Australian history through research and writing.  Fellow of the Academy of Humanities 
(FAHA) and Fellow of the Federation of Australian Historical Societies (FFAHS).  Member 
Commonwealth Working Party  Australian Dictionary of Biography and member National 
Library of Australia’s Fellowship Advisory Committee.  Author of twelve books including 
several biographies of women writers; writer on media history. 
  
Ms Megan Lovell 
 
Megan is currently a teacher of history at University of Canberra Kaleen High School and has 
taught history for over ten years.  Megan assisted with the development of the History 



component of the Australian Curriculum as the ACT high school representative to the 
consultation group.  She has been responsible for the implementation of this curriculum 
into two ACT high schools.  Megan has held a similar advisory role with Oxfam with the 
World Neighbours program.  This involved providing a teachers’ perspective on how funding 
could be best utilized and trialling proposed Oxfam programs within the classroom. 
  
Mr Greg Peters 
 
Director, Patinations Furniture Conservation Services Pty Ltd.  Furniture 
conservator/restorer working with materials that relate to furniture and architectural 
timbers.  Associated with Historic Places ACT and working professionally across their 
properties for 20 years.  Awarded a Fellowship by the Institute of Specialised Skills in 2005; 
has worked with conservators and scientists at the Smithsonian Centre for Materials 
Research and Education, The Winterthur Collection, University of Delaware and the Victoria 
and Albert Museum.  A recipient of a Winston Churchill Fellowship in 2000 providing an 
opportunity to work alongside many of the world’s leading furniture conservators 
throughout Europe and the UK.  Member, Australian Institute of Conservators of Cultural 
Material; Australasian Furniture History Society; and Australian Decorative Arts Society. 
  
Dr Kirsten Wehner 
 
Dr Kirsten Wehner is currently Head Curator, People and the Environment at the National 
Museum of Australia, and was previously Content Director for the development of the 
Museum’s Landmarks and Journeys galleries and the Circa theatre.  She is the co-editor and 
co-author of Landmarks : A history of Australia in 33 Places (2013) and National Museums : 
Negotiating Histories (1999).  Kirsten has worked in the cultural heritage sector for over 15  
years, curating a range of collections, exhibitions and documentary films exploring diverse 
aspects of Australian history and culture.  Her current interests include place and 
environmental histories, re-enterpreting natural history collections, online interpretation 
and the potential for museums to contribute to building ecologically resilient communities. 
 
 


