Inaugurating
the Capital
King O’Malley lays the third stone, 12 March 1913,
National Library of Australia.

I regret it was not my
selection Shakespeare,
the world’s greatest
Englishman.
King O’Malley,
Christening of Canberra, 1913

The new Federal Capital City was inaugurated with a
number of ceremonies in early 1913. On 20 February
King O’Malley drove in the first survey peg of the new
city on Capital Hill, while the Speaker of the House
of Representatives Charles McDonald drove in the
second peg.
A larger ceremony was held on 12 March to lay the
foundation stones of the Commencement Column, a
structure that was to be around seven and a half metres
tall but was never completed. After the three stones
were laid, the name of the new city was announced by
Lady Denman. The proceedings were captured on film
by Spencer’s Pictures but no recording was made of the
speeches. At the ABC recording studios in 1937 King
O’Malley re-read the speech he gave at this ceremony,
ensuring his role in this significant occasion would be
preserved for posterity.




Drunkeries
and Stagger Juice
King O’Malley by Syd Miller, c.1930, National Library
of Australia.

I believe that, to Irishmen
especially, drink is
damnation, and that if
Irishmen didn’t drink they
would rule the world.
King O’Malley,
The Argus, 13 March 1943

King O’Malley was a teetotaller from his early years
until the end of his life. His most colourful language
was reserved for describing the effects of alcohol and
for criticising irresponsible hoteliers. O’Malley called
alcohol ‘stagger juice’ and he once described how
bartenders’ ‘knowledge extends only to the poison which
they sell over their drunkery bars to the befoggled victims
of their debased calling.’
O’Malley devoted much effort to removing barmaids
from hotels as he argued that the practice of employing
women ‘panders to the cupidity and all the lower passions
of semi-drunken men [and] sacrifices and benumbs all
the integrity of virtuous womanhood.’ In contrast to his
invective, O’Malley was always happy to shout drinks
for other people which brought criticism, but probably
also won some votes.




