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THE ART BOX animals+plants 
 
 
Discover the artist Sidney Nolan and compare his paintings to the work of other Australian 
artists in the CMAG Collection. Children will look for animals and plants in works of art, be 
inspired by beautifully illustrated children’s books, explore, experiment and enjoy play-
based art activities. This outreach learning resource is an engaging introduction to art 
appreciation and provides opportunities for children to respond and make, using a variety of 
art media and techniques. 
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LET’S LOOK compare+contrast 

 
 
Place the posters from The Art Box alongside each other. As a class, look closely at the 
works and discuss connections, similarities and differences. Children can contribute their 
ideas to a whiteboard or large sheet of paper.  

 

        
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Karen CROMWELL (b. 1975) 
Gang-gang cockatoos, breeding pair (female and male) 2013 
Sheep and angora wool, raffia, wire 
33 x 20 x 24 cm 
Canberra Museum and Gallery, purchased 2014. 

 

Stephanie BURNS (b. 1962) 
Lola pink 2000 
patinated bronze, edition 1/6 
110 x 100 x 30 cm  
Canberra Museum and Gallery, donated through 
the Australian Government’s Cultural Gifts 
program by the artist, 2012. 

 

Sidney NOLAN (1917 – 1992) 
Policeman in wombat hole 1946 
Enamel on composition board 
91.8 x 122.3 cm 
The Nolan Collection is managed by Canberra Museum 
and Gallery on behalf of the Australian Government. 
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LET’S READ 
 
 

 
Detail from The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle 

 
 
Vocabulary that students may encounter during the program: 
 
 Native species  
 Exotic species  
 Flora  
 Fauna  
 Habitat 
 
 
Books about animals provided in The Art Box: 
 
 Creature Clash by Tyler and Angie Panian 
 Mad Magpie by Gregg Dreise 
 The Wombat Stole my Shoe by Katrina Griffiths 
 The Lizard Gang by Kirra Somerville 
 What’s Hidden in the Woods? by Aina Bestard 
 For All Creatures by Glenda Millard and Rebecca Cool 
 
 
Books about plants provided in The Art Box: 
 
 Isabella’s Garden by Glenda Millard and Rebecca Cool 
 Leaf Litter by Rachel Tonkin 
 The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle 
 Tap the Magic Tree by Christie Matheson 
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LET’S PLAY puppet theatre 
 
 

 
 
 
Make a puppet theatre and put on a show using finger puppets provided in The Art Box. 
 
 
MATERIALS 
 
 Puppet theatre template (provided in the teacher pack) 
 Posca markers (provided in The Art Box) 
 Recycled cardboard from shoeboxes 
 Scissors 
 
 
ACTIVITY 
 
 Distribute the Australian animal finger puppets provided in The Art Box 

 
 Have children research then brainstorm and record on a sheet of paper descriptive 

words, characteristics, phrases and fun facts about their animal and the habitats in 
which they are found. 

 
 Divide the class into groups of three. Each member of the group will have a different 

animal. Children can devise a short finger puppet play about the animals. The play could 
include funny, factual or fictitious elements. 

 
 Each group can construct a simple finger puppet theatre from a shoebox or recycled 

cardboard using the template and Posca markers. 
 
 Each group could perform their play for the class. 
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LET’S LOOK sidney nolan 

 
 

     
 
 

INFORMATION FOR TEACHERS ABOUT THE ARTIST + THE WORK 
 
Sidney Nolan is one of Australia’s most renowned artists. His paintings depicting episodes 

from the life of the bushranger Ned Kelly are among his best known works. This painting 

depicts an incident at Stringybark Creek when the Kelly Gang ambushed the police search 

party and three police officers were shot and killed. Constable Thomas McIntyre managed 

to escape and hid in a wombat hole overnight. This painting is one of Sidney Nolan’s most 

whimsical works. The policeman is depicted upside down with his head in the sand, his arms 

and legs protruding from the wombat hole. In the painting, we see a displaced and startled 

wombat and a magpie and lizard look on. Their inclusion suggests that Nolan was familiar 

with Ned Kelly’s Jerilderie Letter. At one point in the Jerilderie Letter, Ned Kelly describes the 

police officers as: “a parcel of big ugly, fat-necked, wombat-headed, big-bellied, magpie-

legged, narrow hipped, splay-footed sons of Irish Bailiffs and English Landlords”. The 

Jerilderie Letter offers an historical insight into Australian identity and is one of only two 

original Kelly documents known to have survived. In it, Kelly outlines the justifications for his 

actions and the injustices he and his family suffered at the hands of a corrupt police force. 

This manifesto is regarded by some as an early call for an Australian republic.  

DISCUSSION + RESEARCH ACTIVITIES FOR STUDENTS 
 
 Look closely at this painting and list all of the things that you can see. 
 How many animals can you find?  
 Magpies, lizards, wombats, wattle and eucalyptus trees are native to Australia. Under 

the headings Native Australian Flora and Native Australian Fauna, list as many species 
as possible. 

 What do you think is happening in this painting? 
 What might the inside of a wombat’s burrow looks like…sounds like…smell like? 

Sidney NOLAN (1917 – 1992) 
Policeman in wombat hole 1946 
enamel on composition board 
91.8 x 122.3 cm 
The Nolan Collection is managed by Canberra Museum and 
Gallery on behalf of the Australian Government. 

 

http://www.nma.gov.au/collections/collection_interactives/jerilderie_letter
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LET’S MAKE creature clash 
 
 

 

 
Make a creature clash book inspired by Sidney Nolan’s painting. 
 
 
MATERIALS 
 
 Pre-made blank books (provided in The Art Box) 
 Black markers 
 Scissors 
 
CREATURE CLASH ACTIVITY 
 
 Look at the book Creature Clash by Tyler and Angie Panian (provided in The Art Box). 
 Draw an animal on the first page of your mixed-up creature book.  

 Now, cut all of the pages in your book in half. 

 Draw more animal heads on the top of each page making sure that they line up with 

the body of the animal on the first page. 

 Now draw more animal bodies / legs on the bottom of each page making sure that they 
line up with the head of the animal at the top of the page. 

 Give your animals a name. If you mix a magpie head with a wombat body, you might 
create a Mag-Bat! 

 Scan the QR code to access a video tutorial of how to make a creature clash book. 

    
  creature clash 
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LET’S LOOK stephanie burns 
 

 

    
 
 

 
INFORMATION FOR TEACHERS ABOUT THE ARTIST + THE WORK 
 
Stephanie Burns is a painter and sculptor who lived in the Canberra region between 2000 
and 2010. During this time, the artist was commissioned to make a group of large bronze 
flower sculptures for Floriade, Canberra’s Festival of Spring, and they were situated in 
Commonwealth Park. The sculptures are significant in relation to the cultural and social 
history of Canberra, being emblematic of Floriade, which has been a key annual event in 
Canberra since 1988. In 2013, two of the sculptures - Lola pink and Lola black, were 
permanently installed in the external courtyard at Canberra Museum and Gallery. The 
artist’s large floral sculptures grew out of her interest in tulips which began when she saw a 
Van Gogh exhibition and visited the Dutch Floriade when travelling through Holland in 1990. 
Lola is the Uzbek word for tulip. 
 

 
DISCUSSION + RESEARCH ACTIVITIES FOR STUDENTS 
 
 The artist makes cast bronze sculptures. Research this process.  
 
 Tulips are small, organic, delicate and fleeting objects, but the artist has chosen to re-

create them on a large scale in solid cast bronze. What effect does this create? 
 
 Floriade, Canberra’s Festival of Spring, features tulips which are an exotic species. Find 

out more about Floriade. What happens before, during and after Floriade? 
 
 If you could create a Floriade with only native species, which plants would you choose? 

Design a native garden bed for Floriade. 
 

Stephanie BURNS (b. 1962) 
Lola pink 2000 
patinated bronze, edition 1/6 
110 x 100 x 30 cm  
Canberra Museum and Gallery, donated through 
the Australian Governments Cultural Gifts 
Program by the artist, 2012. 
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LET’S MAKE flower fiesta 
 
 

 
 
 
Make a collaborative paper flower wall inspired by Stephanie Burns’s sculptures. 
 
MATERIALS 
 
 Flower Fiesta photocopy masters (provided in the teacher pack) 
 Flower Fiesta plastic templates for extension activities (4 sets provided in The Art Box) 
 Coloured copy paper or hand-painted paper 
 Glue sticks 
 Scissors 
 
 
GIANT PAPER FLOWER 
 
 Divide the class into 4 groups of equal size. 
 In groups, students can make giant paper flowers and leaves using coloured copy paper 

that has been photocopied using the masters in the teacher pack. 
 Cut out all of the petals according to the number indicated. 
 Cut along the dotted line on each petal also.  
 Cut 1 large circle for the flower base and 1 medium circle for the flower centre. 

 Stack the petals together according to size and curl the edges of the petals.  

 Add a dab of glue to the left tab and bring the right tab to overlap and press them firmly 

together. This will make the petal three-dimensional. Repeat this for all petals. 

 Glue the petals to the flower base starting with the largest size A petals on the outside. 

 Repeat for size B, size C and lastly, size D petals. 

 To finish, glue a medium circle in the middle to create the flower centre. 

 Scan the QR codes on the next page to access video tutorials of how to make paper 

flowers and leaves. 
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EXTENSION ACTIVITIES 

 

 Instead of using colour photocopy paper, use recycled paper that has been hand-

painted. Paint the paper with a thin layer of acrylic paint in the manner of Eric Carle. 

Students could consider a colour scheme - primary colours, secondary colours, cool 

colours or warm colours. Allow to dry. 

 Use the Flower Fiesta plastic templates to trace petal shapes onto hand-painted paper. 

 Consider modifying the petal templates to resemble the shapes and colours of native 

plants. 

 Consider making a giant paper flower wall of red poppies for a special school assembly 

that commemorates Anzac Day or Remembrance Day. 

 Consider filling a wall of giant paper flowers and create a ‘selfie’ backdrop for a special 

school celebration such as the School Fete or Year 6 Graduation Disco. 

 
 

LITTLE PAPER FLOWER 

 

 Photocopy the A3 templates (provided in The Art Box) onto coloured A3 paper. Will you 

use the similar shapes and colours, or will you mix them up?  

 Gently curl the edges of the petals on each flower shape. 

 Use a dab of glue to stick the flower shapes together at the centre, from large to small. 

 Glue a small circle in the middle to create the flower centre. 

 

 

GREEN LEAF 

 

 Create a green leaf to add to the paper flowers. Fold a piece of green paper in half and 

cut out a half leaf shape. 

 Now make a series of accordion folds, at an angle, all along the length of the leaf. 

 Open the leaf out and glue it to the base of a flower. 

 

                                  
       giant paper flower            little paper flower            green leaf 
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LET’S LOOK karen cromwell 

 

   
 

 
 

INFORMATION FOR TEACHERS ABOUT THE ARTIST + THE WORK 
 
Karen Cromwell is a Canberra based artist. Her current work combines traditional and 
contemporary weaving techniques in order to produce sculptural pieces that may be worn 
on the body. In this work, the artist has combined elements reminiscent of a classic Greco-
Roman helmet, a symbol of protection, with the characteristics of a gang-gang cockatoo 
using a free-form version of a traditional basket weaving technique. Gang-gang cockatoos 
are native to the Canberra region and have become a symbol of the ‘bush capital’. Gang-
gang cockatoos are a vulnerable species threatened by habitat loss and illegal overseas 
export. This work highlights the need to protect native species and their habitats. 

 

 
DISCUSSION + RESEARCH ACTIVITIES FOR STUDENTS 
 
 What materials has the artist used to create these works of art? 
 
 Look closely. How do you think these headpieces were made? 
 
 The artist based this headpiece on the gang-gang cockatoo which is the faunal emblem 

of the ACT. What is the floral emblem of the ACT? 
 
 These headpieces are reminiscent of an ancient Roman helmet. Helmets are a symbol 

of protection. Why do you think the artist has chosen this form to represent the gang-
gang cockatoo? 

 

 

Karen CROMWELL (b. 1975) 
Gang-gang cockatoos, breeding pair (female and male) 2013 
Sheep and angora wool, raffia, wire 
33 x 20 x 24 cm 
Canberra Museum and Gallery, purchased 2014. 
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LET’S MAKE animal antics 
 
 

 
 
 
Make a body piece with animal characteristics inspired by Karen Cromwell’s headpiece. 
 
MATERIALS 

 
 Decoration: Posca Markers (provided in The Art Box) 
 Construction: Paper plates and sentence strips 
 Cutting and joining: scissors, hole-punch, stapler, plastic darning needles. 
 Adhesives: PVA, glue sticks, hot glue, tape. 
 Embellish: An assortment of recycled and decorative materials for collage, for example: 

pom poms, feathers, pipe cleaners, popsicle sticks, patty pans, washi tape, sticky dots, 
felt,  fabric, wool, ribbon, raffia, tulle, newspaper, cardboard tubes, egg cartons. 

 
ANIMAL ANTICS ACTIVITY 

 
 What will you make? Here are some suggestions: Wonderful Wings, Magnificent 

Manes, Tremendous Tails, Crazy Crests, Funky Fins, Beautiful Beaks, Terrific Tentacles, 
Stupendous Spikes, Silly Snouts, Clunky Claws, Gigantic Jaws, Enormous Ears, Pretty 
Paws.  

 

DESIGN 

 

 Do lots and lots of rough designs first until you are confident with a design that you can 

easily make.  

 Which animal characteristic will you choose? Wings, tail, fins etc? 

 Which part of the body will the piece be worn on? Will it be worn on the head, around 

the waist, on the feet, across the shoulders or along the arms? 
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CONSTRUCT 

 

 Begin cutting, folding and joining paper plates and long strips of cardboard to create 

the armature or base for your body piece. 

 Think about the joining technique that you will use - stapler, hole-punch, glue, slots and 

tabs, tape. 

 Try on the body piece to make sure that it is the right shape and size. Work in pairs to 

make any necessary adjustments. 

 

EMBELLISH 

 

 Decide on a colour scheme. Using the Posca Markers provided in The Art Box, add 

colour to your body piece. The Posca Markers have a similar effect to paint, but they are 

quick drying and not as messy as wet paint and brushes. Consider limiting your colour 

scheme to 2-4 colours for maximum visual impact. It can get a little confusing if all the 

colours are used in a work of art. 

 Next, embellish the body piece with an assortment of recycled and decorative 

materials for collage, for example - pom poms, sequins, feathers, pipe cleaners, 

coloured popsicle sticks, patty pans, crepe paper strips, washi tape, sticky dots, textured 

and printed papers, scraps of fur, felt and fabric, wool, string, raffia, tulle, newspaper, 

cardboard tubes, egg cartons, cord, ribbon etc.  

EXHIBIT 
 
 As a class, hold a wearable art exhibition and photograph your work being worn. 

Consider wearing your body piece to the Book Week Parade at your school. 
 
 Scan the QR code below to access a video tutorial of how to make an animal body 

piece. 
 

 
     animal antics 
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THE ART BOX for teachers 
 
 
The Art Box is a lower primary visual arts outreach learning program. This program 
showcases paintings in the Nolan Collection and encourages students to make connections 
between these paintings and works by other artists in the CMAG Collection. Students will 
engage with works of art through play-based activities and use QR code technology to 
respond and make. There are currently two Art Boxes available to schools to book and 
borrow and each has a different thematic focus: 
 Animals + Plants 
 Landscape + Figures 

 
 

UNPACKING THE ART BOX 

Teachers from the Canberra region may book an Unpacking The Art Box workshop at CMAG 
with the Nolan Access and Learning Officer, Kay Whitney. These workshops are offered 
throughout the school year to teachers who book The Art Box outreach education program. 
They are designed to empower and support teachers by providing them with methods, 
techniques, strategies and resources to confidently and creatively implement The Art Box 
outreach education program in their own classroom. Workshops are 2 hours in duration, 
TQI accredited and are free of charge. 

 
AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM 
 
This outreach learning program has been developed by CMAG for classroom use with links 
to: 
The Visual Arts Strands  
 Responding 
 Making 

 
Cross-Curriculum priorities 
 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures  

 
General Student Capabilities 
 Literacy 
 Numeracy 
 ICT capability 
 Critical and Creative Thinking 
 Personal and Social Capability 
 Intercultural Understanding 
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F-2 Sub-strands and Content Descriptors 
 
 Exploring ideas and improvising with ways to represent ideas. Explore ideas, 

experiences, observations and imagination to create visual artworks and design, 
including considering ideas in artworks by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists 
(ACAVAM106)  

 
 Sharing artworks through performance, presentation or display. Create and display 

artworks to communicate ideas to an audience (ACAVAM108)  
 
 Responding to and interpreting artworks. Respond to visual artworks and consider 

where and why people make visual artworks, starting with visual artworks from 
Australia, including visual artworks of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples 
(ACAVAR109)  

 
 Developing understanding of practices. Use and experiment with different materials, 

techniques, technologies and processes to make artworks (ACAVAM107) 
 

RESOURCES 
 
The resources included in the Art Boxes are designed to support students when responding 
to works of art and making works of art. The works of art featured include works from both 
the Nolan and CMAG Collections and have been carefully selected to: 
 
 Represent Australian artists both past and present, including women artists and 

Indigenous artists. 
 Investigate contemporary approaches to art-making as well as more traditional art 

forms and practices.  
 Explore a wide variety of art mediums - paintings are paired with sculptures, drawings, 

ceramics, prints, fibre crafts, installations, photographs, video works or designed 
objects. 

 
The program is organised around the activities of reading, playing, looking at works of art 
and making works of art. 

 
LET’S READ 
 
A set of beautifully illustrated children’s picture books that extend the theme of The Art Box 
are included to: 
 Introduce vocabulary and concepts that students will encounter during the program. 
 Invite exploration of ideas through reading, drawing, thinking, talking and writing. 
 Stir the imagination, ignite interest and cause speculation. 
 Inspire student’s own art-making. 

 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=artists
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACAVAM106
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=audience
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACAVAM108
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACAVAR109
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=materials
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/glossary/popup?a=TheArts&t=technologies
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/curriculum/contentdescription/ACAVAM107
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LET’S PLAY 
 
Students are introduced to themes, subject matter and concepts by engaging with works of 
art through focussed looking and imaginative play. The play-based activity in The Art Box 
aims to: 
 Build on experience and create links with what a child already knows and can do. 
 Trigger memories and invite stories of personal experience. 
 Inspire respect and consideration for others through co-operation and collaboration. 
 Encourage the sharing and exchange of ideas. 
 Provide opportunities for the creative communication of ideas through presentation / 

performance / display. 
 
 
LET’S LOOK  
 
The Art Box includes a set of A3 art posters featuring works of art from the Nolan and CMAG 
Collections. This provides an opportunity for teachers to display works of art that might not 
necessarily hang alongside one another on the walls of a gallery. Accompanying each work 
of art is background information for teachers about the artist and the work and starting 
points for discussion and research. Art interpretation and appreciation activities invite 
students to thoughtfully respond to works of art by providing opportunities for looking, 
thinking, wondering, talking and writing about art. The teacher’s role is that of facilitator 
who employs visual thinking strategies that guide students towards: 
 Learning to look closely at works of art and value evidence to support their thinking. 
 Viewing works of art in a way that promotes discovery and empowers the learner. 
 Respecting and understanding other perspectives and alternative ideas. 
 Gaining confidence on their path towards independence. 
 Developing general capabilities critical to learning - literacy, critical and creative 

thinking, personal and social capability and intercultural understanding. 
 Making visual, historical or cultural connections between works of art. 

 
LET’S MAKE 
 
Students can engage with the theme of The Art Box by selecting from the range of art-
making activities suggested in the teacher notes. The Art Box features the following: 
 A class set of quality ‘special’ art materials. 
 Specially prepared resources to reduce preparation time for teachers. 
 A balance of individual and collaborative art-making activities. 

 
Suggested practical art-making activities are accompanied by QR codes that link students 
and teachers to online video tutorials. These video tutorials have been developed by CMAG 
and are specific to each activity, providing step-by-step instruction. The QR codes are 
embedded in the teachers’ notes and may be scanned by a device that has a QR code 
scanning App installed. The video tutorials are highly accessible because they are presented 
by children, for children. They are designed to breakdown more complex art processes and 
may be replayed and paused so that students can work at their own pace.  


