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Access and Learning Policy
1.
INTRODUCTION

This is a broad Access and Learning Policy designed to reflect the two primary disciplines of Canberra Museum and Gallery (CMAG), visual arts and social history, and to support CMAG’s Exhibition Policy and Collection Policy.  It sets out principles and objectives that define and guide CMAG’s wide range of education services.

2.
THE ROLE OF EDUCATION
The role of education is to facilitate the development of meanings. These meanings evolve directly out of responses to everyday life and link to the emotional, spiritual, physical, social and intellectual development of individuals in relation to their environments.
Education is an integral part of CMAG’s purpose, exciting curiosity about, and understanding of, the historical, social, artistic and environmental identity of the Canberra region 
3.
PRINCIPLES
· Education is a key role of CMAG.

· Education, both formal and informal, is recognised as a life long process.

· Education programs will reflect and demonstrate the democratic principles and values that underpin Australian society.

· CMAG is committed to working with and learning from, the community and will value and utilise their knowledge and life experience of community members. 

· CMAG acknowledges that learning takes place all the time both consciously 
and subconsciously, on many levels: intellectual, physical, social, emotional 
and spiritual.

· We recognise, and will pursue the benefits of working jointly with ACT Museums and Galleries staff and communities.

· CMAG will provide a range of discovery-based education experiences which support a diversity of learning styles.

· Education will be part of all exhibition and project planning.
4.
OBJECTIVES
· To involve communities as collectors, makers, audience, patrons, participants 
and custodians.

· To promote greater public awareness of CMAG and its affiliated programs.

· To make CMAG accessible to as wide an audience as possible.

· To enhance visitor understanding and enjoyment of CMAG’s activities through the stimulating and imaginative use of resources. Resources include collections, human resources, physical facilities and projects.

· To provide a range of positive learning opportunities and environments for the wide variety of audiences.

· To promote CMAG as an education resource that reflects the diversity and breadth of the ACT community.
· To develop innovative education programs that explore and present the diverse character of the ACT community. 

· To contribute to the development and improvement of educational opportunities in the ACT.

· To foster innovative relationships with local and regional schools, addressing in particular local and national curriculum requirements.

· To provide educational opportunities that contribute to the ACT’s cultural tourism strategy.
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